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2593 October 19, 1900 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

History of the case of plague which occurred on the steamship Coptic. 

Honolulu, H. L, September 25, 1900. 

Sir: Referring to Bureau telegram of September 11, 1900, relative 
to a case of plague found on the steamship Coptic on her arrival at Kobe, 
Japan, in the person of a Chinaman from Honolulu, I have the honor 
to inform you that, so far as known, there has been no plague in the 
Hawaiian Islands since March 31 of this year. The Chinaman referred 
to was named Wong Chong Sow who resided at or near a place on the 
northeastern side of the island of Oahu called Kahaluu. He was a rice 
planter, had lived at the place indicated for about four years, and was 
not in Honolulu during the existence of the plague. Kahaluu is dis- 
tant from Honolulu about 15 miles. Wong Chong Sow came to Hono- 
lulu on the day the Coptic sailed hence August 2 and took only his bag- 
gage from where he lived at Kahaluu and nothing from Honolulu. He 
was in good health when he left here and was taken ill after the Coptic 
left Yokohama, Japan, about August 12 or 13. 

There is no suspicious sickness at Kahaluu of any kind, and the pre- 
sumption is that if Wong Chong Sow died from plague he was infected 
on the Coptic, possibly from diseased rats, as 3 of those animals were 
found dead in No. 4 compartment where the Chinaman was taken ill, 
and their bodies contained plague bacilli. The Coptic was fumigated 
with S0 2 at Hongkong, and after the fumigation 46 dead rats were 
found in the hold of the vessel. 

I have received through the courtesy of Dr. Maloney, surgeon of the 
Coptic, a slide prepared by the Japanese authorities from the blood of 
a mouse inoculated from the glands removed from the body of Wong 
Chong Sow, which shows typical plague bacilli. I did not allow the 
Coptic on her return trip to San Francisco to dock at Honolulu, and her 
freight for this place was disinfected. She had no suspicious sickness 
on board. 

It is possible that infected rats may have been in the vessel when she 
left San Francisco on the outward voyage to the Orient, and if so we 
may be in danger here, as the vessel docked at Honolulu on the out- 
ward run. 

Respectfully, D. A. Carmiohael. 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, 77. S. Marine Hospital Service. 

ITALY. 

Reports from Naples. 

Naples, Italy, October S, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended October 3, 
1900, the following ship was inspected : On October 2 the steamship 
Trojan Prince, of the Prince Line, bound with passengers and cargo for 
New York. There were inspected and passed 21 cabin and 600 steerage 
passengers and 148 pieces of large, and 673 pieces of small, baggage. 
One hundred and three pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 
There were also inspected 8 cabin and 20 steerage passengers from 
Genoa. 

Respectfully, Victor G. Heiper, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 77. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



